
Superintendents Offlce (907) 524-3033 Busmess Office (907) 524-3599 
Instructional Suppon (907) 524-3232 Buildings &Grounds (907) 524 3035 

Area Sck001 District p 0. Box 90 McGRATH, ALASKA 99627 FAX (907) 524-3217 

Letter of Appeal 
Federal Communications Commission 
Oftice of the Secretary 
445 1 2 ' ~  Street sw 
Washington, DC 20554 

Re: Docket #s 96-45 and 97-21 

Enclosed is our letter of appeal written to the Schools and Libraries Division 
regarding changing our start date for services under the E-rate program. 

I am sending this to both the FCC and SLD at the same time due to potential mail 
and delivery delays and not knowing the length of time the appeal process may 
take. 

If additional information is needed, please contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Business Manager 

GRAYLING HOLY CROSS LAKE MINCHUMINA LIME VILLAGE McGRATH NlKOLAl SHAGELUK TAKCTNA 
99675 

298-2115 

ANVIK 
99558 99590 

663~6346 
99602 99757 99627 99627 99691 99665 

453-5135 476.7131 674-3214 562-5112 524-3388 293-2427 473-8233 
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E 
=IT!AROn a m  School mistrict 

FRN Number Service Explanation 
Start Date 

June 2,2003 

Adjusted 
Funding 

Letter of Appeal 
Schools and Libraries Division 
Box 125 - Correspondence Unit 
80 South Jefferson Road 
Whippany, NJ 07981 

Re: LETTER OF APPEAL for Service Start Dates 
APPLICANT NAME: lditarod Area School District 
FORM 471 Application # 318697 
BILLED ENTITY # 145590 

ANVIK GRAYLING HOLY CROSS LAKE MINCHUMINA LIME VILLAGE McGRATH NIKOIAI SHAGELUK TAAKOTNA 
99558 99590 99802 69757 99627 99627 99691 99665 99675 

Cfil-5348 453-si35 475’7l31 674-3214 SWS112 574-3384 “01~141’ Ln~P”11 ? O 8 ~ * I < E  



FRN Number Service 
Start Date 

On November 1, 2002, I completed Form 486 for Funding Year 2002, using the form 
identifier: USF FY03 Year 5. This was mailed to USAC via certified mail #7000 1670 
0002 6600 4155 on November 4,2002. I waited for a response from USAC or a return 
receipt of the certified mailing. Knowing about the 120 day deadline for submittinq the 
Form 486 and receiving no indication that this was received by USAC, I resubmitted the 
Form 486 I originally completed and changed the submittal date to January 24, 2003 
and sent it certified mail to USAC. I received confirmation that this was received on 
January 29,2003. 

On February 7, 2003, I received a FORM 486 RETURN LETTER stating that my Form 
486 USF FY03 Year 5 was being returned because I did not complete Block 4, Items 11 
(a)-ll(e). The letter indicated that USAC was unable to process the form and to 
resubmit the Form 486. The letter went on to indicate that USAC "regretted the delay in 
processing your form." 

Explanation Adjusted 
Funding 

On February 13,2003, I received a FORM 486 RETURN LETTER stating that my Form 
486 USF FY03 was being returned because I did not complete Block 4, Items 11 (a)- 
1 1 (e). 

I resubmitted both Form 486's on February 28,2003. 

I submitted a paper form of both 486's. as I was unable to download the forms from 
the Website to my computer. In fact, as of today, attempting to download the Form 
486 caused my computer to freeze up. 

I feel that I submitted the initial Form 486 on 11/4/02 according to USAC guidelines 
in a timely manner. I feel that I was conscientious to resubmit the Form 486 on 
1/24/03 once again when I heard no response from USAC. I never received a 
returned certified mailing although USAC did receive the application. 



I resubmitted two corrected Form 486s in a timely manner once I received the 
notification from USAC on February 28,2003. 

USAC did not notify me in a timely manner after receipt of my initial Form 486 of the 
clerical error on Item 11. Had I received notification at least within 60 davs of the 
initial receipt of my Form 486, I would have had ample time to correct Block 4, Item 
11. I also made the same mistake on one other Form 486. This other form 486 was 
received at USAC on 10/21/02; a letter was mailed to me regarding my error on 
November 1, 2002, and I returned the form with the correction postmarked on 
November 21,2002. USAC notified me in a timely manner and I was able to correct 
the error in a timely fashion. Unfortunately, I did not realize at the time, I had made 
the same oversight on our large 486 forms I submitted indicated above. 

USAC notified us months after the initial start date of 07/01/2002 that our 
service start date would be changed. While it is understandable that the processing 
of the E-rate program takes time, there was no consideration given that fully nine 
months of the year passed while our service providers were providing us services 
anticipating that the services would be covered under the E-rate program. 

There is no indication on the Funding Commitment Decision letter dated October 8, 
2002 that our Form 486 will returned and the service start date changed due to 
minor clerical errors. 

lditarod Area School District was in compliance with ClPA requirements for this year. 
The marking of an “ X  in one box was a clerical oversight. 

USAC has always been helpful and has assisted with minor errors in the application 
process. This year was no exception. To deny a school district almost $70,000 and 
25% of our funding due to clerical error in not marking an “ X  in a box seems 
excessively punitive. 

For these reasons, I request that USAC reverse it‘s service start datelfunding 
commitment change decision and grant our school district the additional funds that we 
were reduced due to this clerical oversight. Had we received the first Form 486 back 
from USAC in a timely manner, we would have been able to resend the application 
within the timeframe to be granted the full funding. 

Thank you for your consideration. If additional information is needed, please contact 
me at the above number. 

Sincerely, 

Isabelle Harrington 
Business Manager 



attachments 

CONTACT PERSON: Isabelle Harrington 
lditarod Area School District 
Box 90 
McGrath, AK 99627 

(907) 524-321 7 fax 
iharrinotonaiditarodsd .orq 

(907) 524-3599 x224 



SUMMARY OF FORM 486 ACTIONS 

10/8/02 Funding Commitment Decision Letter sent from USAC 
11/1/02 Form 486 Identifier USF NO3 Year 5 completed 
11/4/02 Form 486 identifier USF FY03 Year 5 mailed certified mail #7000 1670 0002 6600 4155 
11/8/02 Form 486 Identifier USF FY03 Year 5 RECEIVED at USAC 

1/24/03 Form 486 identifier USF NO3 RESUBMITTED same application 

1/29/03 Received return receipt from post office that SECOND application received 

2/13/03 Form 486 Return Letter mailed from USAC due to Item 11 box check on USF FY03 on RESUBMITTED APPLICATION 
2/28/03 Returned both applications to USAC by certified mail 7000 1670 0006 5858 3763 

5/14/03 Application # 207398 Form 486 Notification Letter of Funding and Change of Start Date 
5/14/03 Application # 207479 Form 486 Notification Letter of Funding and Change of Start Date 

(in May 2003 USAC faxed me the application with their stamp date) 

(no acknowledgement from USAC that Form 486 mailed on 11/4/02 was received) 

2/7/03 Form 486 Return Letter mailed from USAC due to Item 11 box check on USF FY03 Year 5 

3/4/03 USAC received returned applications 
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Schools & Libraries Division 

Isabelle Harrington 

2 - 06/30/2003 

USE-El03 Year5 

We have completed review of your Form 471. 
or your Funding Year 2002 E-rate application and for any assistance you 
roughout our review. 
e you of our decision(s). 

This letter 

COMMITMENT REPORT 

er, we have provided a Funding Commitment 
bove. We have reviewed each Discount Fun 
have assiqned a Funding Request Number ( 
cludes a list of the FRNs from your appli 

SLD is also sending this +formation to your service provider(s) so prbpa 
be made to begin implementing your E-rate discount(5) upon the filing of your Form 486. 

mitment Report, you will f 

have reviewed this let 

notifies the SLD to begin payment to your servi 
indication th our technology plan(s) has bee 

en funded, your next 
will ‘be to file an FC 

e Form 486 and instructions 
be found on the SLD web si 

SLD Client Service Bureau at 1-8 
Form 486 dated July, 2001 in the lower 

Form 486, you 
notice from the SLD of your funding commitments 
we can process invoices for services that have been provided to you. 
DEADLINE FOR FORM 486. 
Date featured on the Form 486 or wi n 120 days of the date of the Funding Commitment 
Decision Letter, whichever is late If the Form 486 is postmarked after the later of 
those two dates, the date 120 days ore the Form 486 postmark date will become the 
start date for discounted services. If the service start date is moved, your funding 
commitment may be reduced. 
your form(s). 

Form 486 must be postmarked within 120 days of the Service Star 

You are advised to keep proof of the date of mailing of 

Box 125 -Correspondence Unit, 80 South Jefferson Road, Whippany, New Jersey, 07981 
Visit us online at: http. iiwwwjl.wtiversalsewice.org 

http://iiwwwjl.wtiversalsewice.org


While we encourage you to resolve 
of filing an appeal directly with h e  Fegeral Communications Commission (FCC) . fou 
should refer to CC Docket Nos 
FCC. 
LETTER. Faiyure to meet 0 1 s  requirement will, result in automatic dismLssal of 
appeal. Further information and options for filin an appeal direct1 with the CC can 
by calling the Cllent Servlce Bureau. 
e-mail or fax filing optlons because of continued substantlal delays in mail delivery 

our a peal with the SLD first,,you have the o tion 
96-45 and 97-21 on the first pa e of our a ealto.the 

Your a peal must be RECEIVED,BY THE FCC WITHIN 60 DAYS 01 THE j(B0VE &TE ON THIS 
Pur be found in the "Appeals Procedure' posted in the jeference Area of t Tl e SLD,web site or 

We strongly recommend that you,use either.the 

FCDL/Schools and Librarles Dlvision/USAC Page 2 of lu 10/08/2002 



t o  the FCC. 
FCC, Office of X e  Secretary, 445 13th Street SW, Washugton, DC 20554. 

If ou are submitting our appeal v ia  United States Postal Service, send t o :  

Enclosures - 

FCDL/Schools and Llbrarles DivisronjUShC Page 3 of 10 l0/08/2002 



ING COMMITMENT REPORT 
quest from your 

the SLD to each 
s n e e r  is used 
1 discount funding 

s: "Funded," "Not 

SERVICES ORDERED: The typ 
Form 471. 

payment. 
service provider. 

EARLIEST POSSIBLE EF 

, This will be presen 
if a contract e 

er histed in Form 471, Block 5 ,  Item 22 
or site specific" FRNs . 

ANNUAL PRE-DISCOUNT AMOUNT FOR ELIGIBLE RECURRING CHARGES: Eli ible monthly 
pre-discount amount approved for recurrlng charges multiplied %y number of months 
of recurring service provided in the fundmg year. 
ANNUAL PRE-DISCOUNT AMOUNT FOR ELIGIBLE NONyRECURRING CHARGES: Annual eligible 
non-recurring charges approved for the funding year. 
PRE-DISCOUNT AMOUNT: Amount in Form 471, Block 5, Item 23, Column I, as determined 
through the application review process. 

FCDL/Schools and Libraries Dlvlslon/USAC Page 4 of i i r  10/08/2002 





c 

FUNDING COMMITMENT REPORT 

e: United-KUC, Inc., an affiliate 

ding Status: Fund 

FCDL/Schools and Libraries DlvisionlUShC Page 6 of i 0  10/08/2002 
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Form 471 Application Number: 318697 
Funding Request Number: ding Status: Funded 
Services Ordered: Intern 
SPIN: 143001199 Service Provider Name: GCI Communications Corp. 
Contract Number: SACOS-0 
Billing Account Number: 
Earliest Poss 

J Contract E x p  
Site Identi ier: 117422 
Annual Pre-djsc 
Annual Pre-di 
Pre-Discount 
Discount Perc 
Funding Comitm 

FCijL/Schools and Libraries Division/USAC Page i u  of IU 10/08/2002 



. . . . . . . .. . . . . .  

FCC Form Do Not Wdts lh This Arm 
486 

Schools aad Libraries Universal Service 
Receipt of Service Confirmation Form 

FCC Form 486 To be completed by the SiUedEntity 
Please read insbuctions before comDletim. 

Estimated Average Burden Hours For Fmt Submission: 15.0 hours 
For Subseouent Submissions: 1.5 hnun 

Block 1: Billed Entity Information 

2. Billed Entity Number 3. FlmdimYear 

4. Complete Mailing Address of BiIIed Entiiy 
/. 

Street Address, P.O. Box or Route Number 

.City 

Extension Fax N u m k  

Ernail Address 

Page 1 of 7 FCC Fonn 486 
September 2002 



. .  
. . I .. .. .. . .. . .... .. . .. . .. .'. . - - .. - -- ~ .... . .  

. .  

I 5. Contact Person Information 

I Check the box next to the vreferred mode of contact (At least ode box MUST be checked.) 

Telephone Number Extension Fax Nmber 

U.S.C. Secs. 502,503(b)ior fine or imprisonment under Title i 8  ofthe United States Code, 18 U.S.C. Sec. 1001. 
NOTICE: The collection of information steamfmm the Commission's 6nthotity under Seotion 254 of the Cmnmunications Act of 1934, BS mended, 47 
U.S.C. 5 254. The data io the form will be used to inform the Schools end Libraries Division of the Universal Service Adroinishative Compeny thata 
billed entity, and/or the schools and libraries that it represents. haa begun or has planaed to begin to receive service after receiving a funding commitment 
approval pursuant to FCC Form 471. 
An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a pwon is not required to respond to, a colleotiou of information unless it displap a nmently valid OMB 
contml number. 
The FCC is authorized Under the Communications Act of 1934, BS amended, to collect the information we =quest in this f o m  We will nse the 
information yon provide to determine whether approving this application is in the public interest. If we believe there may be a violation or potential 
violation of nu FCC statute, regulation, rule or order. yon~ application may be refemd to tbc federal, state, OI local agency responsible for investigating3 
prosecuting, enforcing or implmenhg the statute, mle, regulation or d e r .  In certain cases, the information in your application may be disclosed to the 
Department of Justice or a court or adjudicative body when (a) the FCC; or @) any employee of the FCC; OI (c) the United Stales Government, is a party 
in a proceeding before the body or has ~LU i n t d  in the proceeding. In addition, consistent with the Communications Act of 1934, FCC regulations aod 
orders, the Freedom of lnformaton Act, 5 U.S.C. B 552, or other applicable law, information provided in or submitted with this foxm 01 m response to 
subsequent inquiries may be disclosed to the public. 
If you do not provide the information requested on the form, your application may be retuned without action 01 your application may be delayed. 
The foregoing Notice is required by the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, Pub. L. No. 104-13,44 U.S.C. 3501, et seq. 
Public reporting burden fsr this collection of information is estimated to average 15.0 hours for tbc first submission and 1.5 h m s  for subsequent 
submissions, including the h e  for reviewing hhuctions, searching eXiating data sourcee, gathering and maintaining the data needed, completing, and 
reviewing the collection of infomution: Send urmman$ regarding this burden &mate OI any other aspect of thin collection of information, inChdhg 
suggestions for reducing the repotlina burden'to the Fedcral Communicstions Commission. Performance Evaluation and Records Mmnement 

Page 2 of I FCC Form 486 
September 2002 
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Entity Number IcfS-590 Appiicsnt's Form Identifier 

Contact Person 5* PhoneNmnber 4 0 7  S N  3033xdac/ 

. 

I Block 2: Early FiIinp; Information and CIPA Waiver Request 
. .  

60. Early Filing 
CHECK THE BOX BELOW IF THE FRNS ON THIS FORM 486 ARE FOR SERVICES 
STARmG ON OR BEFORE JULY 3 1 OF THE FUNDING YEAR, 

, . . ,. . . ~  .... -.- .... .- ~ -. .... .-. 

The Funding Requests listed in Block 3 have been approved by SLD as shown in my Funding Commitment 
Decision Letter (FCDL). I have conlimed with the service provida(s) fatwed in those Funding Requests 
that these services will start on or before July 31 of the Funding Year. 

Remember: Early filing using Item 6a is an option if and ONLY Esenicm wil l  start within the month of July 
of the relevant Funding Year, all relevant certifications in Block 4 CM be accurately made, and the Form 486 
is postmarked on or before July 31 of the Funding Year. 

6b. CIPAWaiver 
CHECK THE BOX BELOW IF YOU ARE REQUESTING A WAIVER OF CIPA REQ-S FOR 
THE SECOND FUNDING YEAR AFTER APRIL 20,2001 IN WHICH YOU HAVE APPLIED FOR 
DISCOUNTS IF YOU AS THE BILLED ENmy ARE THE ADMINISTRATIVE AUTHORITY. 

yrs$ 
4!"+% 

I am providing notification tbat, as of the date of the start of discounted services, I am unable to make 
the certifications required by the Children's Internet Protection Act, as codified at 47 U.S.C. 4 25%) 
andor (l), because my state or local prorwement ruls or regulations or competitive bidding 
reqhrnenk prevent the making of the certification(s) otherwise required. I ceaify that the schools or 
libraries represented in the Funding Request Number@) on this Form 486 will be brought into 
compliance with the CIPA requhments before the start of the Third Funding Year after Apnl20,ZOOl 
in which they apply for discounix 

Page 3 O f  7 FCC Form 486 
September 2002 



.. . .  
I :  

Block 4: Certifications and Signature 

8. I certitify that the technology plan(s) for the services received as indicated on this Form 486 have been approved BS necessary. Fill in 
the name(s) of the organization(s) that reviewed and approved a technology plan for any eligible entity that is receiving services 
covered under this form: attach an additional hst ifnecessary. HALL of the FRNs listed herein are for basic telephone service only, 
write in "none" here. 

9. I certify that the services listed on this Form 486 have been, are planned to be, or are being provided to all or some of the eligible 
entities identified in the Form 471 application(s) cited above. I certify that there are signed contracts covering all ofthe smiccs listed 
on Ulis Form 486 except for those services provided under tariff or mouth-to-mouth arraagements. I certify that I am authorized to 
submit this receipt of service coufmdon on behalf of the above-named Billed Entity, that I have examined this requesf and that, to 
tbe best of my knowledge, information, and belief, all  statements of fact contained herein are true. 

10. I understand that the discount level used for shared services is conditional, for fnhue years, upon ensuring that the most 
disadvantaged schools and libraries that are treated as sharing in the services receive an appropriate share of benefits from those 
services. 1 recognize that I may be audited pursuant to this application and will retain for five yeam any and all records, including 
F o m  479 where required, that I rely upon to complete this fom and, if audited, will make available to the Administrator such r e d .  

NOWSHDR COMPLETINGTBECWTIElcATIoNsINITEM11 

A Billed Entity who is the Administrative Anthodty must CheckItem l l a  or l l b  or llc. Check only ONE item. Note that the 
certification In Items l l a  and l l b  are di5mnt for schools and for Ubraries. If the Billed Entity is not the Administrative Authority, 
skip to Item l ld .  

A Billed Entity who represents one or more Administrative Authorlties must checkItem l l d  or l le .  (See the Form 486 Instructions 
for Item 11, "Special Notes for Billed E n t i h  Who Represent One or More Administrative Anthodties.") 

A Billed Entity who represen$ one or more Administrative Authonilies in Funding Years after Funding Year 2001 and who checks Item 
I l d  must check Item l l f  or l l g .  (See the Form 486 In6trnctions for Item 11, "Special Notes for Bin& Entities Who Represent One or 
More Administrative Anfliorities.") 

IFTHISFORMPERTALNS TOAFU"GYEARPRIORTOFUNDINGYEAR2001 fJFEFUNDlNGYEARBEGlN"GJULY 1, 
ZOOl), SKIP TO ITEM 12. 

Page 5 of 7 FCC Form 486 
September 2002 



I cemfy that RS of the'date of the start of discounted services: 

(FOR SCHOOLS) the recipient(s) of service represented in the Funding Request Number@) on this Form 486 has (have) 
complied with the requirements of the children's Inkmet Prokction Act, as codified at 47 U.S.C. 5 254(h) and 0). 

-(FOR LIBRARIES) the redpien@) of SeMCe EpleEented'ih thE FiiiiFJhig-REpeit NUmKEi(s) on this Form 486 h& @at&) 
complied with the requirements of the Children's Internet Protection Ad, RS codified at 47 U.S.C. $2540). 

(FOR SCHOOLS) pursuant to the children's Internet Protection Act, as codified at 47 U.S.C. 5 254(?1) and (I), the 
recipient@) of service represented in the Funding Request Number($ on this Form 486 is (are) undeltaking such actions, 
including any necessary procurement procedures, to comply with the requirements of CIPA for the next funding year, but 
has (have) not completed all requirements of CIPA for this funding year. 

(FOR LIBRARIES) pursuaot to the Cbildren's Internet Protection Act, as codified at 47 U.S.C. 9 2540), the recipient(s) of 
service represented in the Funding Request Number@) on this Form 486 is (are) undertaking such actions, including any 
necessary procurement procednres, to comply with the requirements of CIPA for the next funding year, but has (have) not 
completed all requirements of CIPA for this funding year. 

T h e  Children's Internet Protection Act, as codified at 47 U.S.C. $ 254@) and Q, does not apply because therecipient(8) of 
service represented in the Funding Request Number(@ on tbis Form 486 is .(are) receiving discount services only for 
telecommunioations services. 

$way I h .&$ 

C. 

F O R A B I L L E D ~ W H O ~ ~ O N E O R M O R E ~ ~ ~ ~ A ~ O ~  : 1 
I certify that as of the date of the start of discounted services: 

I certify as the Billed Entity for the comortium that I have collected duly completed and signed Forms 479 from all eligible 
members of the consortium. 

I certify as the Billed Entity for the consortium that the only services that have been approved for discounts under the 
universal service support mechanism on behalf of eligible members of the consortium are telecommunications services, 
and therefore the requirements of the Children's Internet Protection Act, as codified at 47 U.S.C. 9 254(h) and (I), do not 
apply. 

I d 

e. 

ForFnnding Years afterFnndingYeer2001: IfyoueheekedItem lldabove,ck&ONEoftheboxesbelnw: 

E I ceriify that some or dl of the eligible wnsodnm members checked Form 479 Item 6d to seek a CIPA Waiver, 
and upon request kom the Admiishatcr I can provide this information; OR 

,--- 
I certify that no eligible cwsortinm members checked Form 479 Item 6d to seek a CIPA Waiver. 

The certification language above is not intended to full:r set forth or explain all the requirements of the statute 

g. 

'See the Form 486 lnstrnctions for Item 1 I, "Special Notes for Billed Entities Who &present One or More Administrative Authorities.' 

Page 6 of I FCC Foim 486 
September 2002 



F & F ~  
486 

Do Not Write In This Area rn Approval by OMB 
30600853 

Contact Person ,153kY.A b PhoneNnmber 907 5J L/ 333x'Uq 

. . . ... ... _ _  ~ . .  -- - .~ ~ ~ . 

I certifythat I am authorized to submit this receipt of service conbnation on behalf of the above-named BiUed 
Entity, that I have examined this request, and that, to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief, aU 
statements of fact contained herein are true. 

ber of authorize 

Pleaae submit this fonn to: 
SLD-Form 486 
P. 0. Box 7026 
Lawrence, Kansas 66044-7026 

For express delivery semces or US. Postal Semce, Return Receipt Reauested, send tbis form to: 
S h - F o m  486 
do Ms. Smia 
3833 Greenway Drive 
Lawrence, Kansss 66046 
888-203-8100 

Page 7 of 7 
FCC Form 486 

September 2002 



Service Information 
Please provide the following information for each Form 471 Block 5 (Discount Funding Request) item for which the Billed En* is indicating that the named Service 

Provider may begin snbmitting invoiees to SLD. You will need your FCDL for some of the information reqnjred below. 
Remember: The FRNs listed below mnst be from the same Fnndine Year as is listed m Item 3, Block 1. ' W-.*%>. 

i r -  

If you need additional pages, please label them 4 4  4% 4C, ete iu1 I 
Billing Account 

Number 

(s) 

(10 digits) 

(A) 

(10 digils) 
FromFCDL 

Fmding Request Nnmber 47 1 Application Nmnber 

(reqoired if 
komFCDL contaioed on 

yonrFCJ3L) 

(10 digils) 
FromFCDL 

Page 4 of 7 

I ndicate the nomber in the space provided her& Page 4 f *&-j 
~ 

Q 9  
Service Provider Service Provider Idenhation 

NameFmmFCDL Number (SPIN) (9 digits) 
FmmFCDL 

~~ 

0 ' Funding Year Service Start 
I Date" @died Date thnt 

Discounts WiU Begin) 
("Cannot be before July 1 of 
the Fnnding Year for which 

yon are requesting 
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